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Richard’s Scribblings 
Apologies for Listening Ear being a little late.  The AGM of the Association was in September and I wanted 

news from that to come out as soon as possible afterwards.  In this issue we have news of the AGM and 

articles on building on Green Belt land, the ways farmers are tackling climate change, slow rural digital 

linking, plus much, much more! 

Thought for Today 
 

Ephesians 4 tells us in verses 11-13 that: 

So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and 

teachers, to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may 

be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of 

God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 

 

That really is some challenge that we at the Agricultural Chaplains Association have in front of us, to 

“equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up”.  That is surely what 

the Committee of this Association are charged to do, and should be doing, by equipping our members 

for the task ahead of them.  This was the thought that I put before the members at the AGM.  How the 

Committee may best serve the membership.   

 

Food for thought.  Amen. 

Annual General Meeting 
 

The AGM was held at the Arthur Rank Centre on Thursday 19 September.  Besides Bill Young, the CEO 

of the Addington Fund, being our main speaker, we discussed our role in Chaplaincy and what we should 

do and are doing in the coming year.  More information on this is contained under a separate heading.  

The officers elected at the AGM were as follows: 

 

Chairman:  Richard Kirlew 

Secretary:  Nick Read 

Treasurer:  Vacant 

Committee:      Richard Kirlew, Nick Read, Elizabeth Clark,                      

    Anthony Matthew, Barbara Clutton, Alan Griggs 

 

As Glyn Evans was retiring as FCN Co-ordinator and Regional Director, it was 

unanimously agreed that Glyn should be co-opted back on to the Committee. 



“Please!!...” 
The observant ones among you will have noticed from the list of Officers that the AGM did not elect a 

Treasurer.  This was because we did not receive any nominations.  We really do need one, please… 

 

It seems a strange thing to say, but our Treasurer does not handle money, or have 

to be brilliant at book-keeping.  In fact, the only role is to liaise with Jim at the     

Arthur Rank Centre and keep tabs on what is happening financially.  S/he will have 

some say as well on how our money is being spent and perhaps an idea of what the 

Income/Expenditure levels are.  So, no book-keeping – that has to be good! 

 

Would you please consider whether you might be able to take on this role for the      

Association, please? If you think this might be for you, please be in touch with     

myself, preferably by phone, and we can chat. 

Membership Subscriptions 
A gentle reminder that subscriptions are due again at the time of the AGM.  The subscriptions have been 

held again at £20 a year.  When you see what you get as a member and the proposed work ahead of us, 

we need funding.  No organisation can run solely on minimal funding.  So, please may I ask you to send us 

your subscription now?  This can be done by cash, cheque or BACS.   If it is the last, please drop us an 

email and we will send you the details.  No other chaplaincy organisation can or does offer you such 

good value for £20 a year! 



Green Belt being destroyed for homes which won’t be needed 
 

As a preface to this article just remember the amount of green belt designated has increased by 100% over the 

last 20 years and that if England was a football pitch every building within it would struggle to fill one six yard 

box. Now read on…. 

 

Swathes of green belt in the heart of England have been earmarked for new homes for people who may 

never exist, in a trend fuelled by the drive to double the number built annually nationwide, campaigners 

have warned. 

 

Fields bordering ancient woodlands are among more than a dozen sites 

around Coventry which have been released from anti-sprawl protections. They 

will be ploughed up to build more than 11,000 new homes based on population 

growth predictions that demographers warn are likely to be over-inflated. The 

city council believes it needs land to accommodate 42,400 new homes in the 

next 12 years, based on population predictions by the Government’s Office of 

National Statistics (ONS), which predicts the population will surge by almost a 

third between the last census, in 2011, and 2031. Green belt in neighbouring 

areas, including Warwickshire, Nuneaton and Rugby, has also been earmarked 

for housing to help Coventry meet its target. 

 

Analysis presented at the British Society of Population Studies in Cardiff recently suggested homes    

earmarked for open fields were being planned for “ghosts”, because there is no wider evidence of the 

sharp predicted population growth.  Just 15,000 new homes were needed, requiring the loss of far less 
green space. 

 

So how does that affect the area where you live?  Do we know of, or already experience, a similar scenario?  Let 

us know at Listening Ear!  For more information, follow the link:  https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2019/

sep/09/green-belt-to-be-destroyed-for-homes-which-wont-be-needed 

Slow digital services are marginalising rural areas, MPs warn 

 
Rural inhabitants risk becoming “second-class” citizens in the digital revolution as urban dwellers benefit 

from next-generation broadband and 5G mobile, MPs have said.  The report by the Commons           
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs select committee said that the Government has failed to grasp the 

extent of the digital divide in the provision of broadband and mobile services. 

 

Almost 600,000 “forgotten homes” in rural areas across the UK are still unable to get sufficiently fast 

broadband to meet a typical family’s needs – from watching Netflix to browsing YouTube.  In England 

and Wales 6.6% of premises do not receive the 10Mbps internet service the Government has mandated 

as the bare minimum to cover a family’s modern digital needs, compared with just 0.7% in cities and 

towns.  In Scotland, 19% of homes in rural areas don’t get decent internet, while in Northern Ireland the 

figure stands at about 15%.  “Digital connectivity is now regarded by many as an essential utility, with 

many in rural areas struggling to live a modern lifestyle without it,” said Neil Parish, the chairman of the 

committee. “Poor broadband and mobile data services continue to marginalise 

rural communities, particularly those in hard to reach areas.” 

 

The report said that the Government’s target of a 10Mbps internet service lets 

down rural families as new technologies and demand for internet services make 

such a speed inadequate and obsolete. 

 

For more information, look at the link: 

 https://www.theguardian.com/money/2019/sep/18/slow-digital-services-country-

broadband-5g-mobile?CMP=share_btn_tw 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/aug/06/new-green-belt-housing-applications-push-total-to-a-record-460000
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2019/sep/09/green-belt-to-be-destroyed-for-homes-which-wont-be-needed
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2019/sep/09/green-belt-to-be-destroyed-for-homes-which-wont-be-needed
 https:/www.theguardian.com/money/2019/sep/18/slow-digital-services-country-broadband-5g-mobile?CMP=share_btn_tw
 https:/www.theguardian.com/money/2019/sep/18/slow-digital-services-country-broadband-5g-mobile?CMP=share_btn_tw


And finally... (with grateful thanks again to Alan Spedding) 
 

An elderly man in Queensland owned a large property for several years.  He had a dam in one of the 

lower paddocks where he had planted mango and avocado trees. The dam had been fixed up for     

swimming when it was built, and he also had some picnic tables placed there in the shade of the fruit  

trees. 

 

One evening the old farmer decided to go down to the dam to look it over, as he hadn't been there for 

a while.  He grabbed a 10-litre bucket to bring back some fruit.  As he neared the dam, he heard voices 

shouting and laughing.  

 

As he came closer, he saw it was four young women skinny-dipping in his dam.  He 

made the women aware of his presence, and they all went to the deep end.  One of 

the women shouted to him: 'We're not coming out until you leave.' 

  

The old man frowned: 'I didn't come down here to watch you ladies swim naked or 

make you get out of the dam naked.'  Holding the bucket up, he said: 'I'm here to 

feed the crocodile”. 

Five ways UK farmers are tackling climate change 

This fascinating article helps explain how the UK is home to some of the most         

innovative and environmentally savvy farming practices in the world. It tells us: 

 

Farmers are on the front line of climate change - vulnerable to changes in 

temperature and rainfall, as well as increasingly frequent extreme weather events.  They also face      

criticism, in particular over greenhouse gas emissions from the meat and dairy industry, with calls for a 

move to a more plant-based diet. 

 

Agriculture is currently responsible for about 9% of the UK's greenhouse gas emissions, mostly from  

methane.  The National Farmers' Union (NFU), which represents 55,000 UK farmers, has set a target of 

net-zero emissions in British farming by 2040.  That is not enough for some environmentalists, who say a 

comprehensive overhaul of farming practices and a move to less intensive production is long overdue. 

 

But some new and surprising changes are happening on the UK's farms.   

 
1 Scientists in Wiltshire are part of a growing group of experts around the world developing small 

battery-powered robots that could drastically cut tractor use.   

2 Drones and tractor-mounted sensors are also being used to help farmers work out the exact    

patterns of moisture, weeds and pests.   

3 Many environmental campaigners believe applying new technology without fundamental change to      

intensive farming practices is not enough.  Nick Rau, of Friends of the Earth, says: "New           

technology is helpful - but simple, low-tech solutions, looking at whole farms over a number of  

seasons, have been grossly neglected.”  Nick believes there's huge potential in a range of  solutions 

and points, in particular, to tree planting. 

4 Farmers who keep their animals outdoors for longer in the UK can help to cut emissions        

thousands of miles away.   

5 Cutting methane emissions.  Cows and sheep produce methane in their digestive systems. Methane 

produces 21 times as much warming in the atmosphere as carbon dioxide. Whilst carbon dioxide 

is the biggest concern for many other industries, in farming methane is a major worry. 

 

For more information follow the link:  https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-49044072 

https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-49044072

