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Richard’s Scribblings 
Welcome to the latest issue of Listening Ear.  In this issue we have articles on rural bus services, gardening 

in schools, rural families trapped in poverty, and pay increases to save rural Post Offices.  Yes, again we 

give you the latest rural news as it happens! 

Thought for Today  -  Don’t judge a book by its cover! 
 

Authors spend thousands of dollars to get the perfect cover for their book.  They know that if the image 

on the front is confusing, people won’t buy it.  At the same time, millions of bad books have been       

purchased because they got the cover and the title right.  The saying “Don’t judge a book by its cover” 

goes way back before there were even pictures on books.  It goes back to when they had long confusing 

titles. It would scare away readers.  Jesus tells us to use the same principle when it comes to judging   

other  people.  Our judgment shouldn’t be on outward appearances but on righteous principles.  “Stop  

judging according to outward appearances; rather judge according to righteous judgment.” (John 7: 24) 

 

When Samuel was sent by God to anoint a new king in Israel, he was sent to the house of Jesse.  Jesse 

had a lot of sons who all looked worthy of stepping into the role.  As Samuel went down the line, God 

kept telling him “no”.  Samuel asked, “Surely, this is the one,” and God replied “You judge by outward  

appearances, but I judge the heart”.  So, Samuel asked if there were any other sons and Jesse told him 

there was the youngest out in the fields with the sheep.  As we all know, that was David, whom God had 

chosen.  He had a pure heart before God, and Samuel anointed him. 

 

It is so easy to get caught up in how people look.  Those who are considered beautiful have it easier in 

life because people treat them better.  Those who aren’t attractive are ignored and looked down on.  

Looks can be deceiving.  Those who wouldn’t get a second look are often the ones with the most       

character and personality.  Is the person loving, quick to forgive, and     

patient, or rude, bitter, and obnoxious?  

 

Let us not judge a book by the cover because we may be missing out on a 

big blessing.  God may send someone into our life whom we wouldn’t give 

the time of day to because of their appearance, but they are precisely what 

we need in our life.  Character will always be more important than the 

outer facade.  Let’s judge someone by their heart, and we will be        

pleasantly surprised.  



There are some budding journalists out there.  I know this!  So if you want to make mention of your 

chaplaincy or the area that you work in, or what floats your boat in rural ministry or chaplaincy, please 

drop me a line  -  others would love to read about them also!  Remember, this is your newsletter, so 

please feel free to use it and be part of it. 

Reversing Bus Decline 
 

Bus Users UK has published a ten-point plan to reverse the decline in rural      

services, according to the website www.transport-network.co.uk.  The group, 

which represents bus users, said that “changing lifestyles, flexible working, funding 

cuts and the regulatory environment are forcing rural bus services into decline”. 

 

The report, Rural Buses: Reversing the Decline, calls for reform of the Traffic   

Commissioners to represent the interests of bus users; modernisation of the role 

of the DVSA; a more consumer-led approach to transport by local authorities; 

and a requirement for local partnership working between  local authorities and bus operators.  It also 

calls for a trial of new models of rural bus provision built on community interest or co-operative       

principles. 

 

Bus Users UK Chief Executive Claire Walters said: “Creative and innovative solutions to the rural 

transport crisis are urgently needed, but will only be possible with reform of the bodies and the          

regulatory environment that govern it.” 

http://www.transport-network.co.uk


On the Breadline in Rural Dorset 
 

Channel 4 has produced a ten-minute news piece on poverty in rural Britain 

as part of its Breadline  Britain series. 

 

The video emphasises that, while the countryside is often idyllic-looking,   

severe areas of poverty also exist, which often pass unnoticed.  In particular, 

‘in-work’ poverty is prevalent and several interviewees said that they feel 

they are simply working to survive. 

 

Cuts to essential services like buses contribute to a feeling of isolation. The item highlights a new       

volunteer-run community bus service in West Dorset operating at weekends which has been hailed as a 

lifeline for local residents. 

 

One in four children in West Dorset lives in poverty, and the piece concludes with local MP Sir Oliver 

Letwin being questioned on rural poverty.  He says it is “probably not on the agenda as much as it ought 

to be”. 

 

Full article: 

→ Channel 4 - Trapped on the breadline in rural Britain 

 

Don’t forget the date of our AGM!! 

Thursday 19 September from 10.30am at the Germinate: Arthur Rank Centre 

Guest Speaker: Bill Young, CEO The Addington Fund is coming to tell us about the organisation. 

See you all there!! 

Stamp of Approval for Postmasters’ Pay Rise 

 
Post Office workers could be set for a pay rise after ministers agreed to    

review their wage rates in order to try to halt branch closures 
 

Many postmasters have warned that years of pay cuts have wiped out their 

profits, leaving them no choice but to close.  Around £110m has been wiped 

off postmaster pay since 2012, with more than 1,000 post offices currently 

shuttered.  In April, 2,500 sub-postmasters warned they could close or  

downsize over the next 12 months. 

 

However, business minister Kelly Tolhurst insisted staff should receive a fair wage, stating “I have 

brought together the Post Office leadership team and representatives of local postmasters to launch a 

new review into pay.  I want this substantial review to engage meaningfully with postmasters across the 

country and be concluded as quickly as possible to ensure postmasters receive a fair wage.” 

 

The news will lift many rural towns and villages across England that fear losing their sole branch. 

 

Full article: 

→ Daily Mail - Post Office workers could be set for a bumper pay rise after ministers caved in to    

pressure and agreed to review their wage rates in a bid to stop a wave of branch closures. 

https://www.channel4.com/news/trapped-on-the-breadline-in-rural-britain
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-7134789/Post-Office-workers-set-bumper-pay-rise.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-7134789/Post-Office-workers-set-bumper-pay-rise.html


And finally... (again with grateful thanks to Alan Spedding) 
 

In the 15th Century a young lad from a poor village lost his parents and decided to set off and see the 

world. 

 

It was a hard time, and after travelling several days in the cold wind and sleet he came upon a monastery. 

The monks kindly gave him shelter and warmed him by the fire and fed him. 

  

When he was recovered, he asked where he was, as he had never seen such buildings before. The monks 

explained that they had given their lives to God and foresworn earthly pleasures, remaining celibate and 

devoting their time to writing the word of God as He commanded. 

 

The boy asked if he could join them, and so he was set to work in the library where, having been taught 

to read and write, he was charged with copying the various manuscripts, being a very adept pupil. 

  

The monks met every Wednesday and were allowed to ask the Abbot one question each regarding    

anything that they needed to be advised upon by their leader. 

  

After some months had passed, the boy was asked if he wanted to ask a ques-

tion at the weekly meeting, as he had not done so before.  He thought for a 

while and then said “Father Abbot, I am very happy here, but I copy manuscripts 

which are already copied.  What if there is an error in the first copy?” 

 

The Abbot pondered this and then said “Son, please come to see me tomorrow 
and I will give you my reply then”. 

 

The next day the boy sought the Abbot and was told he was in the archives.  As 

he approached the door he heard a great wailing and groaning.  He entered and 

asked “Father Abbot, what is wrong?”  The Abbot replied “My boy, the word 

was CELEBRATE!!!” 


