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Richard’s Scribblings 

Well, the UK has been and gone and done it, as they say!!  By that I mean we have finally left the EU.  

When I say ‘finally’, it doesn’t mean that I am in favour either way, just that we seem to have been       

undergoing all sorts of twists and turns in negotiation for such a long time now.  We’ve changed our 

Prime Minister in the process three times; had endless falling out between families; total differences of 

opinion across work colleagues and firms; battles between Leavers and Remainers; not to forget the little 

man protesting in Westminster wearing an EU top hat, shouting through a megaphone, “Stop Brexit” and 

interrupting television broadcasts!!  But despite all of them being Leavers or Remainers, each had a valid 

opinion and had a right to express it.  That is democracy and, praise be, we still have that in this country.  

No, I’m not tempted to go down the road of analogies with America, with riots in Government buildings, 

again with bloodshed and at least four deaths.  Just saying! 

Now that we have left the EU with a deal, we, as agricultural chaplains, must be there to help pick up the 

broken pieces.  And believe me, there are a lot of bruised and broken people out there, even though 

some of them wished to leave.  We need to be there to love, support, encourage and allow our farmers 

and rural folk to cry on our shoulders.  After all, that is what we do!  We do all these things because we 

are what we are despite suffering the pain of Lockdown 3.  We do it all by the Grace of God. 

In this issue we have articles on cyber attacks on farmers; farm income statistics; ultra-fast broadband;   

fly-tipping; rural businesses and Auction Marts. 

Finally, I know that working under a lockdown situation, even though this one is the third to press, is 

challenging.  Trying to remain safe when dealing with all our farmers, rural businesses and folks in villages 

is stressful, especially as we deal with a complete range of issues.  But, on behalf of all those whom we 

serve, may I express my sincere thanks for all the things that you do.  We must remember that what we 

do is definitely Kingdom work, and we should treat all that as a great privilege in being able to serve Our 

Lord!  

Just a thought...   
As we go back again into lockdown, the various groups that make up the Churches Rural Group of Churches   

Together in England (CTiE) have been taking it in turns to write a reflection for the week.  As the Association is a 

member of CTiE, I thought you might like to read a reflection, this time from myself. 

 

Bible Reading:  Luke 18:15-17  (New Revised Standard Version) 

 

Jesus Blesses Little Children 
15 People were bringing even infants to him that he might touch 

them; and when the disciples saw it, they sternly ordered them not 

to do it.  16 But Jesus called for them and said, “Let the little children 

come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the      

kingdom of God belongs.  17 Truly I tell you, whoever does not    

receive the  kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.” 
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Reflection 

There is an old saying supposedly used in the acting profession, “Never work with children or animals”.  

Having said that, some of the most interesting and fun times in my ministry have been working with 

young children in either Collective Worship, Messy Church or directly in their respective classes.  It is a 

role that I love  -  I have found over the years that children 

come out with some of the most profound of statements and 

that they can have a faith which would put some regular 

churchgoers to shame! 

In this Gospel story, Luke tells us that people were “bringing 

little children to Jesus to have him touch them”, but other 

translations say it was so that “Jesus could bless” them.  Luke is 

very much an artist and builds up the picture with layer on  

layer of paint until he produces a picture that we can all      

resonate with.  In this case what Luke does is to paint a picture 

of humility and love.  He emphasises how young the babies 
were that people were bringing to Jesus for him “to touch 

them”. 

But it strikes me that children today need a tremendous 

amount of help, especially as they see the current Coronavirus pandemic rampaging throughout the 

world.  They certainly need that gentle, soothing touch of Jesus on their lives today!  Being a child or 

young person at present can well be laden with anxiety and stress.  Whilst youngsters are usually        

resilient under normal circumstances, these are not normal times.  At the time of writing, the Mayor of 

London has declared the Capital a State of Emergency; the ‘R’ figure is rising throughout the land and an 

increasing number of hospitals are in extreme danger of not coping.   

Under normal times, most children view their school as a safe place; a place where they are with their 

friends; a place where they learn all sorts of different and exciting things.  Imagine therefore having all this 

stability uprooted by trying to learn from home, sometimes with little or no technology to support this.  

Equally, in many rural areas, broadband facilities are woefully lacking.  And let’s spare a thought too for 

the mums and dads who suddenly become surrogate teachers, trying to help their children as they   

struggle with the whole concept of e learning.  Children too don’t always relish the thought of mum or 

dad as a teacher.  And so the pressures on them mount up. 

Perhaps some of our churches need to change their attitude to children and families and be more       

inclusive.  I am convinced that this attitude is not intentional, but due to a lack of understanding of the 

needs of families today.  Perhaps a rural church congregation, where it is possible, might make it feasible 

for work with children and families to be strengthened or even to start afresh. 

I reckon that one of the blessings to come out of the Coronavirus pandemic would be that God wants us 

to welcome and bless people that we don’t get on with too well.  Do we have God’s warm-heartedness 

towards children?  Are we (like God) eager to encourage, welcome and bless little children?  Jesus said, 

“Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.”  

Thoughts for us to dwell on at this time in our own journeys. 

 

Prayer 

Loving God, may we again become as little children,  

so that you might surround each one of us  

with your welcoming arms of love. 
Keep us, good Lord, 

under the shadow of your mercy 

in this time of uncertainty and distress. 

Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, 

and lift up all who are brought low; 

that we may rejoice in your comfort 

knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 

in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Amen. 

(Prayer from the Church of England website, as amended) 



Cyber attacks on farmers… 
New guidance is being issued to farmers to protect them from spoof 

adverts, scam emails and malicious software.  Put together by the 

NFU and the National Cyber Security Centre (NCSC), the online        

document aims to provide farmers with the tools they need to    

protect themselves from the most common cyber attacks. Please 

click on this link to find out more information:              

https://www.fwi.co.uk/news/crime/guide-to-cyber-security-issued-as-

fraudsters-target-farmers 

Response 

In prayer, we need to think of all those children who are suffering at this time being in lockdown, trying 

to do home schooling, often without the proper resources such as laptops and tablets and, particularly in 

rural areas, the lack of broadband.  Also in prayer, we should remember all those in these difficult times 

of pandemic, both children and parents, suffering stress, anxiety and an absolute fear of contracting the 

disease.  

If we are fortunate enough to have grandchildren, why not spend more time with them virtually (if  

broadband and technology permits) to try and restore some normality into their lives.  We might like to 

listen to them read their school reading books or even pray with them.  After all, we can’t visit them at 

present! 

Perhaps we might be able to become involved in an organisation that supplies pre-owned laptops and  

tablets to children through our local schools. 

Do we, as the prayer above suggests, need to reflect on how we might become "as little children" in our 

daily lives and perhaps talk to others about this? 

A mixed picture for farm incomes 

The Tenant Farmers Association (TFA) reports on statistics released by DEFRA estimating farm business 

income in England for the year ending February 2020.  These show some farming types faring better than 

others.  There were falls for cereal farms (-7%), general cropping farms (-21%), lowland grazing (-25%) 

and mixed farms (-31%), but increases for dairy (+6%), LFA livestock (+47%) and pigs 

(+27%).  On the cropping side there were large increases in cost for fertiliser and 

crop protection products, with a  downward pressure on prices due to increased 

physical output.  Lowland livestock farms suffered through lower prices and lower 

sales generally, but upland livestock farmers were able to benefit from lower feed 

costs.  Dairy farms saw reduced costs and higher returns from older cattle sales.  

It is important to note that these changes pre-date the impact of the restrictions to 

control the spread of COVID-19.  The income position will remain extremely uncertain as we operate 

outside the EU Single Market and Customs Union and also begin the policy changes envisaged by the   

Agriculture Transition Plan in England and the White Paper in Wales.  For more information on the    

DEFRA statistics, visit: 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/944352/

fbs-businessincome-statsnotice-16dec20.pdf 

Fly-tipping during lockdown 

Farming UK has reported that awareness is being raised of the continued blight of fly-tipping in rural    

areas.  With the new lockdown, the country is scrambling to establish what the latest restrictions will 

mean to people's daily lives.  The Countryside Alliance says it is monitoring waste disposal closely, as   

restrictions at recycling centres and tips can have an 'adverse effect' on rural areas.  The organisation says 

there was an 80% rise in fly-tipping in certain areas during the first lockdown, which has had an 

'unacceptable' impact on the countryside.  Farmers’ fields, laybys and rural lanes became hot spots for 

DIY remnants, unwanted furniture and garden waste.  “Without a question, fly-tipping is a blight to the 

countryside and needs to be treated as a serious crime” a spokesperson said.  Full article:  

https://www.farminguk.com/news/rural-fly-tipping-issue-raised-amid-uk-s-new-lockdown_57301.html 
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Ultra-fast broadband for rural areas abandoned? 
Newspapers, including The Times, The Financial Times and The Guardian, 

have reported that rural areas could be locked out of having cutting-edge   

gigabit broadband for years because of a litany of Government failures.  In a 

report by the Commons Public Accounts Committee (PAC), the Government 

has been accused of ‘yet again failing to prioritise’ rural areas.  The PAC said 

that the Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport took too long to 

admit that it would not meet a 2019 Conservative election pledge of    

providing gigabit broadband across the country by 2025. 

It was not until last November’s spending review that the Government      

revealed it was adjusting its target to at least 85% of all UK premises instead.  

Even with this reduced target, the PAC said that the Government had failed 

to make any meaningful progress on the problems that the telecoms industry and experts raised,         

including changes to planning regulations, business rates and requirements for new-build properties. 

The Committee said it feared that, in the event of delays to its 2025 target, the Government would look 

to reach as many premises as possible in concentrated areas, and rural areas ‘would once more go to the 

back of the queue’.  It added that the Government had also announced that for now it was committing 

less than a quarter of the £5 billion it promised for the introduction, with the rest not allocated until 

2024.  This ‘heightens concerns’ that consumers in remote areas ‘will have to wait until well beyond 2025 

for gigabit broadband speeds and may not even get superfast speeds before then’, the report says. 

Full articles: 

The Times - https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/ultra-fast-broadband-plan-for-rural-areas-abandoned-mps-

warn-njwl53q23 

The Financial Times - https://www.ft.com/content/665db0ae-2ec5-4785-b0b0-ec1be2345f26 
The Guardian - https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2021/jan/08/uk-will-miss-2025-target-2025-full-

fibre-broadband-rollout-spending-watchdog-warns 

66% increase in rural shop sales  
Back in November, the Countryside Alliance launched the Rural Shops Survey, to gather information on 

how rural businesses had met the challenges of the past nine months and to see how much people were 

relying on the unsung heroes of our rural communities by supporting local shops and small businesses.   

The COVID-19 pandemic has been a difficult time for many rural        

businesses.  Whether it has meant adapting a business, furloughing staff or 

responding to unprecedented demand for services, we all know that the 

dedication and hard work put in behind the scenes to keep the show on 

the road has been a herculean effort.  We have also seen many acts of  

heroism - from small acts of kindness that put a smile on someone's face, 

to bringing the whole community together.  The support that rural      

businesses have offered to others and the role they play in their           

communities cannot be underestimated.  They might not be working on 

the NHS front line, but they are certainly on the front line for our rural 

communities. 

66% of those surveyed said they had seen an increase in sales since the beginning of the pandemic.  When 

it came to surveying just how much those sales had increased by, 64% said their sales had grown between 

20% and 50%.  However, that is only part of the story.  When asked if the closure of the hospitality     

industry had negatively impacted their business, 50% answered that it had. Those who took part were 

also asked which products in particular saw the greatest increase in sales.  The most common answers 

were meat, vegetables, and dairy products, as well as staple food items such as flour, eggs, and bread.  

The mixture of these answers shows that local communities are relying on rural shops for their everyday 

goods.  The Countryside Alliance hopes that those who may not have been using their local shops      

beforehand will continue to do so as and when restrictions ease.  
The full report, including a breakdown of the results, can be found at:  

https://www.countryside-alliance.org/getattachment/News/2020/12/The-results-of-the-Countryside-

Alliance-Rural-Shop/Rural-Shops-Survey-results-2020-FINAL.pdf?lang=en-GB 
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Auction Marts in Lockdown 

You might recall that, back in mid-October, I wrote to our members asking specifically what was        

happening in their local livestock market.  In all fairness we did not have a huge response - 26 in total.  

Most of them were fairly non-specific, but the general trends were interesting. 

A total of five reported that their mart had closed completely, while six had remained open on a very 

part-time basis.  Most of these reported that farmers were not allowed to see their livestock sold, with 

only buyers allowed into the auction.  The remainder, except for four, had stayed open every week,    

operating a ‘drop and go’ system, with farmers unloading, leaving the paperwork and leaving.  Cafés were 

closed.  However, the remaining four thought that marts were pretty normal, with takeaway food and 

drinks being available from a hatchway. 

A number of members who were chaplains decided to keep away.  Others proceeded with caution, being 

aware of ‘hands, face and space’.   

It is imperative that any chaplains are there as guests of the market auctioneers.  We need to keep a very 

good working relationship with market owners and auctioneers and respect the efforts that they are 

making to keep everyone safe.  We also must be aware of the rules laid down by the chaplaincy or by  

individual denominations.  

And finally…       (with thanks to Alan Spedding) 

 

Susie Dent on the Lost Positives 

In the past, you could be:  

• reckful (considerate) as well as reckless. 

• People were also gormful (careful), 

• feckful (responsible), 

• ruthful (compassionate), 

• wieldy (agile), 

• ept (adroit), 

and definitely... gruntled! 

 

    Bring them back! 


