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Richard’s Scribblings 
There is no doubt that COVID-19 will leave its legacy on this world for many decades to come.  It will 

become the stuff of history books!  But even out of the depths of disaster, good eventually emerges.  

What we don’t know is what those changes will be.  The death toll, even if small, is a tragedy.  So what 

good could come out of that?  I keep thinking of that as we travel through Lent to Easter and reflect on 

the death and resurrection of Jesus. What is that resurrection, that new life, going to be like? 

During these uncertain times, we are publishing Listening Ear more frequently with information about 

what is going on and which is, hopefully, relevant.  

In this issue we have Thoughts for Passiontide and Easter from Revd Stella Mills, Derbyshire Rural   

Chaplaincy; the thoughts of a farmer on farming and the environment; a piece about the Arthur Rank 

Centre and how that is adapting to challenging times; and information about how to get involved with 

harvesting crops as a result of the recent ‘Shout out’ for help on farms.  

Thoughts on Passiontide and Easter  (kindly sent in by Revd Stella Mills, Derbyshire Rural Chaplaincy) 

 

Dear Friends 

I do hope this finds you all safe and well as we enter Week 2 of the national lockdown.  Last week has 

seemed almost surreal at times, as we have not been allowed to venture very far from our homes and 

then for only basic food shopping and medicines.   More than one farmer has remarked to me how     

fortunate they are to have fields across which to wander and take their daily exercise.  But others have 

also compared this time of crisis with the Second World War or the dreadful outbreak of Foot and 

Mouth Disease nearly 20 years ago. 

As part of my exercise (!), I was turning over the vegetable plot a few 

days ago and I heard the mewing cry of a buzzard.  It being a fine       

afternoon, I looked up expecting to see the bird soaring in the skies,        

circling ever higher.  But the mewing was more distressful than for any 

pleasure; the buzzard was being mobbed by two rooks, which           

succeeded in chasing the buzzard away as it came lower and lower in an 

attempt to avoid the rooks. 

Sometimes life can seem a bit like it was for that buzzard.  Especially in 

these difficult times of police checks on movements, either in person or 

by drone, we can feel haunted and dragged ever lower as life continues.  It may not even be Covid-19 

which is causing our distress; it can so easily be aspects of life  beyond the present lockdown.  But the 

buzzard escaped…. 

For Christians, Sunday 29 March marked the beginning of Passiontide, a time when the focus of worship 

and thought turns to the Passion of Our Lord Jesus.  We are still working our way through Lent, but the 

last two weeks of Lent concentrate on the end of Jesus’ life on earth.  These were turbulent times in   
Jerusalem:  the city was busy for the Passover Festival of the Jews and there was fear of rioting and political 

trouble.  Both Temple and Government decided to rid themselves of Jesus and so he was crucified on 

what today we call Good Friday.                              
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Food (literally) for thought!! 

(This was sent to me by a farmer very recently.  You may have seen it, as it has appeared on social media. – Ed.) 

Planes have stopped, cars have stopped, the world as a whole has pretty much stopped, and the CO2  

levels have dropped. 

Yet farmers haven’t stopped. They’re still getting up to milk the cows, the lambing sheds are in full swing, 

the cattle are still being fed, the crops are being drilled, yet the CO2 has dropped.  Maybe agriculture isn’t 

quite as bad as the media has been making out. 

Maybe the world isn’t going to end because of our farming, maybe, just maybe, UK farmers are OK and 

agriculture is actually going to be the thing to save everyone when our country needs feeding and we 

cannot import avocados, coconut milk and mangetout from South America.  Eat local, eat fresh! 

This is in support of my family and friends who farm and who’ve had a pretty tough time recently. 

The Arthur Rank Centre 
The Arthur Rank Centre (yes, they have reverted back to their original name) have as usual risen to the 

occasion to supply us all in rural ministry with yet more superb  resources.  During this period of lock-

down, they have dedicated part of their website to being ‘Together Apart’.  Even with such an oxymoron 

of a statement, ironically it unites Christians at a time when they cannot physically be together.  Below 

are two links which may well prove useful.  The first will lead you to the Together Apart website. 

https://arthurrankcentre.org.uk/  

If you need resources for teleconferencing and help with Livestreaming Worship, the link is: 

https://arthurrankcentre.org.uk/together-apart/together-apart-practical-resources-guidance-and-advice/  

Well done to all the team at the Arthur Rank Centre!! 

But the Good News is that God raised Jesus from the dead, leaving an empty tomb for the disciples to 

find on what we call Easter Sunday.   As we work through these weeks of hardship and isolation, let us 

remember that God is still in control and Jesus is alive in heaven and, in faith, we, too, can experience the 

promise and peace of Easter now.  Whatever befalls us, Jesus, in his compassion for each one of us, will 

not desert us.  Wherever we find ourselves at the moment, He is with us and will remain with us now 

and for eternity. 

As we continue through Spring with new lambs and other small offspring entering our world, perhaps 

these too can bring hope and we can find peace in the beautiful countryside in which we work as we 

journey through the present crisis.  May God bless us all as we face the unknown of the future. 

                                                                                                     Stella     (Associate Rural Chaplain) 

Shout out for farm staff to pick crops 
You will know that there has been a national appeal 

by farmers looking for help to pick vegetables and 

fruit and with other farming jobs.  It is imperative 

that folk apply to keep the national food chain 

working.  You may well come across potential staff 

who don’t know who to contact.  There may well 

be other agencies as well.  The links are: 

Concordia    https://www.concordiavolunteers.org.uk/  

British Summer Fruits  https://www.britishsummerfruits.co.uk/jobs  

And finally…                Love in the Time of Distancing  

 I’ll find myself a younger man, 

In uniform - a sailor! 

To speak to me 

Suggestively 

Into this loudhailer. 

(Pam Ayres) 
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