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Richard’s Scribblings 

If I were to be cynical or had no faith, I would be accused of peddling the stories of the Book of Exodus 

and their shoals of plagues.  But one does wonder, with the wettest autumn/winter since records began, 

its storms and floods, the lack of planting of winter cereals, in some areas around 20% of the potato crop 

left to rot in the ground and the sugar beet crop being similar.  In early spring it looked as though the 

planting of spring cereals was also in jeopardy, but there are now signs that things might dry up.  This 

might mean planting much later than usual.  However, time will tell. 

There is no doubt that Coronavirus  will take its toll on farming, both in the short term and probably in 

the long term as well.  Just how much can the farming industry take?  I fully appreciate that the industry is 

very resilient, but come on…!!  I know that there have been several prayers written for this crisis, but I 

thought this one, produced locally by two or three clergy, seemed appropriate: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So, in this issue we have articles on the badger cull and fungus bacon, of all things! And a farmer’s rant… 

  

There is immense irony in the Coronavirus pandemic, of course, as it affects farmers.  As chaplains, of 

various types in rural climes, we spend a lot of our lives trying to combat loneliness and, yes, you’ve 

guessed it…. isolation.  We go to the far ends of anywhere to try and stop farmers from feeling          

isolated.  Now people are almost paying good money to put themselves in self-isolation!  Don’t worry, I     

haven’t worked it all out yet either.  It seems that anything we prepare for Listening Ear on the topic of 

Coronavirus is very quickly outdated.  So, over the next weeks, or months, we shall attempt to apprise 

you with probably smaller, but hopefully more “virus relative” news.  As always, if you find out something 

that I don’t know… please be in touch.  Please keep safe and look after our farmers!!    

               Richard 

A prayer for all those suffering as a result of epidemic 

Holy and Strong One, we remember before you 

all who suffer from the effects of Coronavirus, 

and those waiting in bewilderment for their test results 

or restrictions in their lives. 

May they know that you love them 

and continue to uphold them in all they do. 

We ask your blessing on all who are called to work 

in hospitals, clinics, health centres and the ambulance service. 

Also, those in Government charged with the task of protecting us all. 

We pray for friends and loved ones who are ill at present. 

May they know your healing presence in their lives. 

We ask all these things in the name of our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
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The state of  TB in this country 

In the next week or so, I shall be asking for your help ‘out there in the field’, as it were.  I shall be looking 

for evidence as to whether TB is on the increase or not in your particular areas and gaining supporting 

evidence from farmers.  More later, so watch this space! 

Fungus Bacon! 

This bacon looks like the real thing in a pan as it sizzles  -  but it’s made from fungus!  

Most alternatives to meat are made from plant protein, but a start-up company in 

Berkeley, California, called Prime Roots is using koji, the fungus used to make sake. 

When nutrients are added to koji ‘seeds’, they grow into long fibres within a few 

days, similar in texture and appearance to chicken breast fibres.  To these are added 

plant-based fat and flavours, and the product is formed into a block, smoked and 

sliced.  It can be cooked as crisply as you like, although it doesn’t have quite the 

same mouthfeel or taste  -  probably partly because Prime Roots wanted to        

develop a healthier alternative  -  but it does have more protein. 

The company is taking online orders for a limited period and will continue developing their ‘bacon’ as it 

receives feedback from customers. 

(I’m thinking that if this were to be served at your average market café, then there might be a riot!  -  Ed) 

Government announces badger cull ‘exit strategy’ 

The Government has announced plans to begin an ‘exit strategy’ from 

badger culling and instead favour vaccinations to combat bovine TB.  In a 

new document, the Environment Secretary said the Government does not 

want to cull badgers ‘indefinitely’.  Instead, vaccinations of cattle and   

badgers will be piloted in at least one area where the four-year cull cycle 

has concluded, with simultaneous surveillance of disease.   

“Our aim is to identify an exit strategy from culling in those areas that have completed four years of    

intensive culling by deploying vaccination to the remaining badger population.” George Eustice said.  He 

added that the Government will retain the ability to introduce new cull zones where the disease is rife, 

and will allow future culls only where evidence points to a significant reservoir of the disease in badgers.  

“We envisage that any remaining areas would join the current cull programme in the next few years.” he 

said, adding that the badger cull phase of the strategy would then wind down by the mid– to late 2020s. 

Farming industry groups have said in the past that the badger cull is the most effective way of protecting 

livestock from the disease.  Bovine TB is seen as one of the most difficult and intractable animal health 

challenges that England faces today.  Around 30,000 cattle must be slaughtered annually due to infection.  

The disease causes considerable trauma for farmers as they suffer the loss of highly-prized animals and 

valued herds. 

Mr. Eustice said “Once the weight of disease in wildlife has been addressed, we will accelerate other   

elements of our strategy, including improved diagnostics and cattle vaccination, to sustain the downward 

trajectory of the disease.” 

(With thanks to Farming UK) 

  ? 



Sorry, but I need a rant!!  

(This was sent to me for inclusion in Listening Ear.  It is a 

little out of date, but the point is well made and highlights 

the issues that could put farmers over the edge!  -  Ed) 

When, oh when, will those in promoted and           

influential posts wake up to reality and engage their 

brain before making bold, ill-informed, long-lasting 

detrimental decisions which impact on the livelihoods of the backbone of this country  -  the farming 

community  - who for far too long have been kicked in the teeth at every turn? 

For an industry which tries its damnedest to adhere to regulations, is constantly crushed by                

supermarkets, bludgeoned by the tabloids at every turn, is inaccurately lumped in with poor practices in 

agriculture abroad, feels unsupported by our Governments, criticised by animal rights activists, in what 

can be a very lonely industry, a negative campaign by cancer charities is the last thing that is needed. 

Many in farming are probably going through the most financially hard period of their lives.  I am sure you 

are aware of the work being done to support those in the industry struggling with mental health issues.  

The financial impact of this preposterous ‘Meat Free March’ could be too much for some to cope with.  

Sadly, agriculture has the highest suicide rate of all industries. 

I very much doubt that common sense was even considered when this totally ridiculous ‘fund raiser’ was 

dreamed up, but oh my, the impact it could have could be so far-reaching.  I just hope those involved can 

sleep easy in their beds with the knowledge of how their ‘fund-raiser’ will impact on the ‘hands that feed 

them’ (literally). 

And finally…     (with thanks as usual to Alan Spedding) 

This is how traditions are born… 

A new camp commander was appointed and, whilst inspecting the place, he saw two soldiers guarding a 

bench.  He went over and asked them why they were guarding it. 

“We don’t know.  The last commander told us to do so, and so we did.  It is some sort of regimental  

tradition!” 

He searched for the last commander’s phone number and called him to ask him why he    wanted guards 

by this particular bench. 

“I don’t know.  The previous commander had guards, and I kept the tradition.” 

Going back to another three commanders, he found a now 100-year-old retired General. 

“Excuse me, sir.  I’m now the CO of the camp you commanded 

60 years ago.  I’ve found two men assigned to guard a bench.  

Could you please tell me more about the bench?” 

The General replied, “What? Is the paint still wet?!” 

(Does this ring bells with anyone!!?  -  Ed) 




